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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the State of Louisiana : 

In accordance with the Act of the last Legislature entitled : *' An 
Act for the relief of the New Orleans Canal and Navigation Company," 
I have the honor to report that, in obedience to the third section of said 
Act, I made, on the 16th of last October, a personal examination of the 
Basin and Canal Caroodelet, and Bayou St. John. 

The smallest depth of water found was four and a half feet, at ordinary 
low tide. 

Throughout the canal there was a depth of five feet, and in the bayou 
an average depth of eight feet At two points (a]j the City draining ma- 
chines) the depth has been seriously reduced by bars of sediment, caused 
by the draining machines. 

Finding fully the depth of water (three feet) required by the Act above 
cited, I gave to the company the certificate demanded by the third section 
^ of said Act. 

During the last month (January, 1856,) I made another personal ex- 
amination of the canal and bayou, in order to report on the condition of 
J the works of the company. 
i I found that the great work of straightening and enlarging the canal 
% had been prosecuted with surprising success, considering the inclemency 
^ of the weather for some weeks previous. 
,-^ The works at the lake Pontchartrain had been carried on with a like 
j^ vigor and result. These works consist in carrying out, by piling, shcet- 
^ ing, and filling the channel of the bayou St. tlohn to eight feet of water 
'^ in the lake, and widening ajid altering the old channel. 

The new channel is well planned and will answer every requirement of 
^"^ commerce when completed ; but it will be necessary to place a breakwater 
as a protection to the entrance. This may be sufficiently obtained should 
the United States government carry out the system of breakwater already 
commenced in tiie lake. 
^ But I would respectively say, that it would be to the benefit of the 
company to construct a breiJcwater much nearer to the entrance, and such 
as could afford a kind of wharf upon which vessels could discharge their 
cargoes, ^K D^^*-*^ flHfi*4«-.w^-iw 



VI 



u: 



%c 



<Vl 






( 

i 



Ifiii 



^^<^ 868280 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



r 




From my knowledgCj acquired by atteBtion to the operationa of tlic 
New Orleans Canul and Navigy-tion OotJipany, I do not hesitate to say 
that I have full oonfidenee in the ability and s£ttlcd purpose of the com 
pany to conform with every require men t of their charter. The plana 
adopted, the works tiiua far aceotoplished, and the euorgy and determina- 
tion lately evinced, are good guarantees of perfect sacceBs ; and I would 
not do justice to my owti convictions if I failed in strongly recommending 
to your honorable l)odies whatever assistance the Legislature has in its 
power to afford toilie said Company. 

It mnsfc be reooHected that Lake Pontcliartraia is one of the most beau- 
tiful sheets of water in the United States^ and that from its position ao 
near New Orleans, it? utility to the commerce of the entire southern por- 
tion of tlie St^te, and especially its easy connection with the Gulf of Mdk- 
ico — making the link between Louisiana and Mississippi, Alabama and 
Florida — any enterprise wbich tends to bring its waters in the very heait 
of New Orleans, must he of important advantage {o commerce. Why 
sbould not tko freights now dtiseharged on the shores of Lake Pontchart- 
raiuj be discharged in the very srtreeti^ of New Orleans ? And why should 
not tbe Mobile and Florida boats and vessels land their passengers and 
mails on the wharves of one or tho ether of tbe basins. 

With due deference I would etatc, tiiat it cannot seem to mo to bo with- 
in tho limits of justice to hold the New Orleans Canal and Navigation 
Company to a strict aoc aunt ability, or t^ tho rcfjuirtmentsof thoir charter^ 
and under a eontinual risk of the forfeiture of the bond therefor, and jet 
allow the city of New Orleans, by its present system of drainage, to cause 
the formation of bars in tbo bayou St. John. It would seem to be but 
right and just that^ should the Company complete the work projected by 
their charter, there should be seenred to them protection from such ob- 
ataeles to their navigation. 

I repeat, in conclusion, that the enterprise contemplated by the New 
Orleans Canal and Navi^dtiou Company, is one which, in my humble 
opinion, deserves the fostering earo of your honorable bodies. 

Respectftilly submitted, 



LOUIS HEBBRT, 

*• • Staie Engineer. 



Batoit Hougk, Febmary 20, IB 5^. 
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